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missions. The Soviet Phobes
&, which ended prematurely in
wve been the only recent
¥t to visit Mars. There are
fboth America and the Soviet
for further martian missions,
#h nations working towards
| missions and eventual perma-
ses on Mars. The author high-
at advantages of these ambi-
ms, emphasising that (in theory
t] the technology exists to
fish manned missions in the
«distant futwre. He urges an
on of space exploration for
tisons, not the least of which is
i1 international co-operation.
ess writes with a great fondness
wbject, packing his book with
and pictures of missions that
kght any space travel enthusiast
uld provide an inspiring intro-
to the planet for a general
The -technical content of the
kept to a simple level, and
k - phraseclogy is avoided
Br sible; a glossary is in-
although one or two special-
ms slip through unexplained.
# contains 175 black and white
Sons, but the detail of some of
and artists’ impress-
ﬁt%:gﬁ the size Hmit;:ipnns. 1
t rather heavy-going and a little
we in places. The text is oaly
| inte chapters, and 1 feel that
sk would benefit from further
sions of these. :
#d at a largely-American audi-
he book is critical of the lack of
aiion and inclination of pre-
administrations 1o develop
ta's space potential. The im-
te of possible previous life on
net is rather over-emphasised,
the planet itseli holds many
{valuable clues as to the evolu-
|planetary surfaces and atmos-
. and to the history of the Solar
|- The authorconstantly seeks to
future exploration through poli-
eopomic and social arguments.
g the realisation that he will be
ing to the converted in his
e readership, the need for
pic research is well summed up
statement: “Mars was, is, and
miinue o be an intriguing
g planet that stimulates the
ation and challenges us to ex-
lin detail to satisfy the insatiable
fy of the human spirit.”

JuLIE CAVE

ave is a research student in the
vy surfaces group, University
¢t London.
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Virginia Woolf once warned against
assuming “that life exists more fully in
what is commonly thought big than in
what is commonly thought small”. A
textile town and furniture-making cen-
tre respectively, Paris and Hanover,
Omtario, are small, and they confirm
the accuracy of Wooll's advice. Joy
Parr expertly uses the richness of local
history to illuminate a major subject:
the interaction of class and gender.
Parr selected the Penmans knitwear
company in Paris and the Knechtel
furniture works because the former
employed mainly women recruited
from the English East Midlands while
the latter chiefly employed local men
of German stock. The structure of the
book underlines this contrast. In each
case, Parr begins with a chapter on
labour recruitment and cthnic com-
position and then proceeds o discuss
the role of gender in the formulation of

huth mmpan]r managerial strat

and national tariff policy. ;[l‘hg ;:
in each section an
Sl o

sexual labelling of work

fourth examines the rclationship be-
tdeen wage work, domestic labour,
and cultural values. A history of local
Iabgrr spruggles concludes each case
study.

By this overt formality of contrast,
Parr successfully highlights the fallacy
of too rigid a scparation of class and
gender concerns and examines these
categories as dynamically linked sites
of struggle whose meaning is neither
singular nor settled.

Emigration is usually scen as gen-
dered with #men responding to the
international labour market and
women following them (o secure mar-
riage and kinship ties. Yet Parr shows
that the women who left Leicester or
Mottingham for Ontaric were often
trying to cvade or escape marriage and
were drawn to Penmans’ mills by offers
of steady work, higher pay and more
skilled positions. Life-long female
fabour gave Paris a distinctive social
character in which men were the
secondary workers. Parr argues that
this hampered Penmans’ efforts to
secure a favourable tariff but aug-
mented managenial authority by tying
it to patriarchal cultural valees and by
limiting labour turnover in this excep-
tional working women's community.

But if gender sensibilities strength-
ened managerial resolve at Penmans,

similar considerations
shopfloor militancy at |
argues persuasively that

vocation learnt by men B
Public advocacy and civic i
were also construed as male, af
fact strengthened the woodworke
the “struggle time” of the 193(
surely as it called into question
“womanly militance™ of the breads
ners of Paris in the 1949 disp
these class conflicts, gender mat
Clearly, this-is social history,
very high calibre. From compa
union records and stale 1o
both sides of the Atlantic,
deftly carved a history of
contrasting trades, In add
skilful use of local news
persenal interviews and her
of European and American
has produced a work that reki
unravelled threads of gend s
ity, region and <lass, and reveals the
fullness of life in things too commonly,
deemed small. i
PeTER L

Peter Ling is a leciurer in American
histary, University of Newingham. -
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